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KARACHI. 

By  Consul  James  Oliver  Laing:. 

Since  the  first  great  shock  of  the  war  commercial  and  indus- 
trial conditions  in  this  consular  district  have  shown  improvement, 
although  the  advance  has  been  spasmodic.  The  effects  of  adverse 
Aveathcr,  lack  of  tonnage  for  shipments,  and  the  Government  orders 
covering  exports  of  wheat,  hides,  and  wool  have  been  felt,  but  the 
good  agricultural  prospects  at  the  end  of  1014  strengthened  confidence 
m  the  improvement  which  had  already  begun,  and  the  good  pros- 
pects continued  down  to  the  end  of  June  and  the  first  part  of  July, 
1915,  when  the  failure  of  the  monsoon  began  to  cause  alarm. 

Drought  in  1915  Affects  Agricultural  Production. 

This  district  comprises  the  Provinces  of  Sind,  the  Punjab,  Raj- 
putana,  British  Baluchistan,  the  North  West  Provinces,  and  Kash- 
mir. It  is  almost  wholly  an  agi-icultural  and  grazing  country.  Its 
chief  products  are  wheat,  hides  and  skins,  cotton,  oil  seeds,  the  less 
important  food  grains,  and  wool.  Any  serious  adverse  disturbance 
in  agricultural  conditions  means  that  the  ^hole  district  suffers.  The 
drought  was  felt  in  Sind,  the  western  Punjab,  part  of  northern  Raj- 
putana,  parts  of  the  North  West  Province,  and  most  of  British 
Baluchistan.  In  other  parts  of  India  the  monsoon  was,  as  a  rule, 
normal  or  rains  were  even  excessive. 

Sind  and  the  Punjab  have  an  extensive  system  of  irrigation,  and, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  acreage  under  various  food  crops  had  been 
extended  in  the  irrigated  districts  and  that  the  Indus  River  inunda- 
tion was  timely,  the  effect  of  drought  in  these  districts  was  not  felt 
as  severely  as  in  places  depending  wholly  upon  rain.  This  undoubt- 
edly prevented  a  most  serious  shortage  of  food.  As  it  was,  however, 
there  was  a  shortage  of  stock  water  and  fodder  increased  so  rapidly 
in  price  that  the  State  raihvays  made  a  heavy  cut  in  freight  rates  on 
anything  that  could  be  fed  to  cattle. 

A  monsoon  failure  here  means  not  only  a  smaller  yield  of  the 
summer  crops  but  makes  the  planting  of  winter  crops  difficult  or 
impossible,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  plowing  the  parched  land,  as 
well  as  need  of  moisture  in  the  soil  for  the  germinating  seed. 
Foreign  Trade  and  General  Business  Conditions. 

As  shown  by  the  tables  in  the  following  pages,  both  in  the  export 
and  import  trade  the  lack  of  tonnage,  high  rates  of  insurance,  and 
generally  unstable  conditions  have  caused  decreases  in  totals.     New 
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American  goods,  however,  are  finding  their  way  here  to  take  the 
place  of  those  barred  by  the  war,  and  the  outlook  for  future  Ameri- 
can trade  is  not  gloomy.  Many  merchants  here  are  finding  out  for 
the  first  time,  or,  what  is  probably  more  accurate,  realizing  for  the 
first  time,  that  the  United  States  is  in  a  position  to  furnish  goods 
they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  elsewhere.  Another  thing 
Tery  noticeable  is  tlie  fact  that  local  buyers  are  receiving  an  educa- 
tion in  the  use  of  foreign  consulates  for  commercial  purposes  and 
will  continue  to  use  them  in  the  future. 

In  the  parts  of  tlie  consular  district  other  than  the  neighborhood 
of  Karachi  last  3^ear  was  a  quiet  one  in  a  general  business  way. 
Money  was  witliheld  by  cautious  capitalists,  and  there  was  little 
branching  out  in  new  business. 

In  the  Punjab  the  failure  of  the  monsoon  caused  agricultural  diffi- 
culties, and  as  the  Punjab  depends  almost  wholly  on  agriculture  for 
its  prosperity  business  in  general  was  depressed. 

The  prosperity  of  Karachi  as  a  port  is  largely  bound  up  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  Punjab,  for  which  it  is  the  trade  outlet. 

In  Kajputana  conditions  generally  similar  to  those  in  the  Punjab 
j^revail.  Paj^Dutana  also  suffered  in  part  from  the  failure  of  the 
monsoon,  but  general  business  was  not  as  much  affected  there,  either 
by  the  failure  of  the  rains  or  by  the  war,  as  in  parts  of  the  Punjab, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  Eajputana  is  a  more  self-contained  State  than 
the  Punjab,  and  there  are  fewer  large  British  or  foreign  trading 
houses  there  to  be  affected  and,  consequently,  to  hurt  trade  by  curtail- 
ing purchases  and  the  employment  of  labor. 

Living  Conditions — Transfrontier  Trade. 

Living  conditions  in  these  two  States  had  been  improving  before 
the  war.  Wages  had  been  rising  for  the  last  10  to  20  years  and  the 
people  were  spending  more  money  and  learning  how  to  spend  it  to 
their  advantage.  With  the  outbreak  of  war  the  cost  of  living  increased, 
but  the  wage  increase  was  slower. 

Conditions  in  Kashmir  have  not  been  as  much  affected  by  the  re- 
cent difficulties  as  elsewhere  in  the  district.  There  are  no  figures 
published  by  Kashmir,  but  merchants  from  Srinagar,  the  chief  city 
in  the  State,  furnish  this  information.  There  has  been  a  smaller 
trade  in  carved  wood  and  silk  work,  as  these  are  luxuries.  There  has 
also  been  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  visitors  who  go  there  in  the 
summer  to  escape  the  heat  of  the  south  and  to  hunt  and  fish.  How- 
ever, this  has  not  caused  any  great  business  depression. 

The  northern  part  of  the  consular  district  west  of  Kashmir  is  all 
affected  to  some  extent  by  the  transfrontier  trade  of  the  Province  of 
Sind,  in  which  Karachi  is  located.  The  trade  supplies  merchandise  to 
Afghanistan,  Baluchistan,  Persia,  and,  through  many  ramifications, 
to  Asiatic  districts  more  remote.  The  trade  was  disturbed  in  1914-15 
owing  to  conditions  along  part  of  the  border,  especially  in  the  north- 
west Provinces  and  in  Persia. 

Sea-Borne  Trade  of  Karachi. 

Advance  figures,  furnished  by  the  Karachi  Chamber  of  Commerce 
from  Government  data,  show  that  the  total  sea-borne  trade  of 
Karachi,  export  and  import,  in  the  calendar  j'ear  1915  decreased 
$20,881,623,  as  compared  with  the  year  previous.     The  total  value  in 
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191-t  was  $153,806,2C)C.  In  1915  the  figures  were  $132,924,642.  Of 
these  totals  the  direct  imports  from  foreign  sources  had  a  value  of 
$43,645,782  in  1014  and  $38,507,700  in  1915,  while  the  coastwise  trade 
brought  imports  valued  at  $20,534,882  in  1914  and  $21,151,001  in 
1915,  or  total  imports  of  $64,180,664  in  1914  and  $59,658,701  in^l915. 

The  exports  direct  to  foreign  countries  were  valued  at  $78,470,273 
in  1914  and  at  $60,339,500  in  1915,  and  the  coastwise  export  trade  at 
$11,155,338  in  1914  and  $12,926,441  in  1915,  making  a  total  of 
$89,025,611  in  1914  and  $73,265,941  in  1915. 

The  foregoing  figures  are  for  goods  imported  and  exported  on 
private  account.  There  were,  in  addition,  imports  on  Government 
accou.nt  in  1915  to  the  value  of  $6,813,060  and  exports  to  the  value  of 
$785,334. 

The  coastwise  trade  is  almost  entirely  with  Bombay,  especially 
since  the  M-ar  began,  and  many  direct  sailings  from  Karachi  to  Brit- 
ish ports  have  ceased.  It  consists  largely  of  piece  goods  sent  by  the 
larger  steamers  from  foreign  ports  and  transshipped  at  Bombay  to 
coasting  vessels  proceeding  to  Karachi.  Cotton,  hides,  and  skins  are 
often  sent  from  Karachi  by  coasting  steamer  and  transshipped  at 
Bombav.     This  accounts  for  the  apparently  large  coasting  trade. 

The  total  export  trade  of  all  India  in  1914  was  valued  at  $700,680,- 
164 ;  the  total  import  trade  at  $595,774,002. 
Trade  Fluctuations  in  Last  Ten  Years. 

For  purposes  of  comparison  a  table  is  here  included  to  show  the 
fluctuations  in  Karachi's  total  trade  for  the  last  10  years.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  decline  since  1912.  The  cause 
of  this  decline  in  the  last  two  years  is,  of  course,  the  war.  In  1913 
the  cause  was  bad  crops  in  the  interior,  bank  failures,  overspecula- 
tion  in  piece  goods,  and  a  flurry  in  the  sugar  market.  Previous  to 
1913  progress  had  been,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  especially  from 
1909  to  and  including  1912.     The  table  follows : 


Year. 

Private 
account. 

Government 
account. 

Year. 

Private 
account. 

Government 
account. 

1900 

$100, 719, 968 
126, 100, 683 
94, 476, 426 
123,043,172 
139, 095, 761 

$12, 443, 012 
7, 704, 804 
13,180,331 
9,407,553 
5, 163, 276 

1911 

8150,823,602 
191,098,593 
175,080,731 
103,806,266 
132,924,642 

$7, 682, 278 
7,086,850 
12,637,369 
11,228,385 
7, 598, 394 

1907 

1912 

1908 

1913 

1909 

1914 

1910 

1915 

The  cause  for  the  larger  decline  in  exports,  which  was  almost 
three  times  the  amount  of  the  fall  in  imports,  is  the  fact  that  the 
continental  markets  for  the  exports  of  this  consular  district  were 
cut  off  or  seriously  curtailed  and,  in  most  cases,  no  substitute  market 
could  be  found,  while  in  the  case  of  imports  into  the  district  substi- 
tute supplies  were  obtainable  from  several  countries  which  had  not 
previously  supplied  the  Karachi  market  with  the  goods  required  or 
had  sent  smaller  quantities  than  their  output  could  furnish  if  com- 
petition and  prices  permitted. 

Principal  Exports. 

The  chief  ordinary  items  of  export  from  Karachi  are  wheat  and 
wheat  flour,  cotton,  gram  (chick  peas),  wool,  barley,  rapeseed,  gin- 
gelly   (sesamum),  wool,  sugar,  hides,  and  skins.     The  value  of  the 
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exports  of  each  of  these  products  during  1914  and  1915  is  shown 
in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Barley 

$746, 027 

25,593,712 

1,024,786 

4, 484, 408 

1,420,132 
6,794,510 

$5, 586, 336 
9,423,240 
1,053,196 
5,985,475 

33,333 
2,420,059 

Rico 

?3, 201, 478 
2,711,391 

20, 779, 442 
2, 138, 508 
5,063,544 

$2,948,256 
1  269  627 

Cotton 

Gram  (chick  peas) 

Wheat.... 

25,641,112 

Hides  and  skms 

Wheat  flour 

2  064  293 

Oil  seeds: 

Wool 

8, 565, 713 

Gingelly  (sesamum) . . 
Rape 

Prices  of  Wheat. 

Karachi  is  the  great  outlet  for  India's  wheat.  The  exports  in 
1915  showed  a  decrease,  however,  because  of  the  diminished  market 
in  Europe.  Before  the  war  Avheat  prices  in  the  wheat-producing 
fireas  of  Northern  India  were  normal.  Taking  the  average  whole- 
sale prices  in  July,  1914,  at  the  index  number  of  100,  the  prices  in 
October  averaged  110;  in  November,  121;  in  December,  1-25;  in 
January,  134;  and  in  February,  140.  In  the  last  half  of  March, 
1915,  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  take  over  the  export  of 
wheat  became  known  and  prices  dropped  to  114.  In  April  when 
the  plan  had  been  put  into  effect  prices  dropped  to  109.  In  May 
prices  were  103  but  advanced  to  106  at  the  close  of  the  export  season. 

Lahore,  in  the  Punjab,  probably  is  the  best  market  to  follow  in 
order  to  gauge  the  average  wholesale  price  of  wheat.  In  February, 
1915,  the  price  there  was  7s.  lOfd.  ($1.92)  per  maund  (82f  pounds), 
but  in  March  the  price  had  dropped  to  6s.  8d.  ($1.62)  and  continued 
to  decline  until  the  beginning  of  Jul}^,  when  the  price  was  6s.  l^jd. 
($1.48).  A  certain  amount  of  wheat  was  sold  at  prices  other  than 
the  above  owing  to  previous  contracts  being  enforced,  but  these 
special  cases  should  not  be  confused  with  the  normal  prices  under 
the  Government  wheat  order. 

Government  Wheat  Order — Barley  Exports. 

This  order  undoubtedly  caused  a  lower  price  for  bread  in  Great 
Britain.  The  Indian  crop  goes  forward  from  April  to  Jul}^  but 
chiefly  in  May  and  June.  At  this  time  the  Southern  Hemisphere 
crops  had  been  used  and  the  English  crop  was  not  yet  ready  for 
the  market.  The  American  crops  were  not  available  during  all  of 
this  period.  India,  therefore,  shipped  at  an  opportune  time  for 
Great  Britain. 

In  the  original  wheat  order  exports  of  wheat  flour  were  restricted 
to  quantities  approximately  equal  to  the  quantity  exported  in 
1913-14.  Since  the  promulgation  of  the  order  several  small  con- 
cessions have  been  made  to  enable  local  mills  to  remain  in  operation. 
The  order  has  been  extended  to  March  31,  1917. 

Barley  shipments  in  1915  as  compared  to  1914  show  an  increase  of 
$4,840,309,  which  was  due  to  a  stronger  demand  in  Great  Britain. 
Dealers  were  inclined  to  hold  their  stocks  at  first  but  the  high  price 
induced  them  to  sell  for  export. 

Barley  is  rather  an  erratic  export  article  here.  Dealers  say,  how- 
ever, that  they  look  for  larger  crops  of  barley  in  the  future  and  a 
steadier  market. 
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Cotton  Crop  Short — War  Affects  Cotton  Market — Exports  of  Rapeseed. 

The  cotton  here  is  a  short  staple  cotton  and  before  the  war  was 
largely  used  on  the  Continent  to  mix  with  other  fibers  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  cheaper  qualities  of  blankets  and  other  textile  articles. 
Certain  Continental  countries  Avere  especially  large  consumers  of 
Indian  cotton,  and  the  closing  of  those  markets  has  affected  the 
export  trade  of  this  district. 

A  cause  for  the  decrease  in  exports  other  than  the  closing  of 
markets  was  the  smaller  crop,  due  partly  to  the  planters'  experience 
of  the  year  before  and  also  to  bad  Aveather  conditions. 

The  low  price  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  caused  a  larger  quantity 
of  Indian  cotton  to  be  consumed  locally,  but  figures  are  not  available. 
A  good  demand  from  Japan  kept  prices  higher  in  the  second  half 
of  the  j^ear. 

Although  the  export  of  cotton  seed  has  shown  a  tendency  to  in- 
crease in  recent  years,  the  amount  shipped  in  1915  AA'as  but  $448,056, 
which  is  more  than  $200,000  smaller  than  the  shipments  in  1914. 
Two  factors  contributed  to  the  decrease.  The  first  was  the  smaller 
crop  of  cotton  and  the  second  Avas  the  greater  demand  for  fodder  in 
the  parts  of  the  consular  district  AAdiere  the  failure  of  the  monsoon 
caused  scarcity.  Especially  in  portions  of  the  Punjab  and  Kajputana 
fodder  was  so  scarce  that  the  State  railways  forAAarded  it  to  ''  scarc- 
ity districts  "  at  greatly  reduced  rates. 

There  was  a  short  crop  of  rapeseed  in  this  consular  district,  which, 
in  addition  to  the  lessened  demand  from  Europe,  had  its  effect 
upon  the  export  trade,  but  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  smaller 
export  of  rapeseed  for  the  last  fiA'e  years. 

Import  Trade  of  Karachi  District. 

The  import  trade  of  this  district  for  the  past  10  years  is  shown 
in  the  following  table : 


Years. 

Foreign 
imports. 

Coasting 
imports. 

Total. 

Years              Foreign 
^  ^^^^-           imports. 

Coasting 
imports. 

Total. 

1906 

532,131,362 
33,871,296 
42,422,414 
34,553,226 
38, 899, 656 

$15,618,874 
18,275,860 
18,152,952 
19, 656, 940 
20, 304, 50a 

847,750,236 
52, 147, 156 
60,575,366 
54,210,168 
53,204,165 

1911 $44,754,443 

1912 49,267,644 

1913 52,935,916 

1914 43,645,782 

1915 38,507,700 

S21, 487,120 
22, 138, 580 
20,390,903 
20, 534, 882 
21,151,001 

$63,241,569 

1907 

71,408,224 

1908    

73,326,819 

1909 

64, ISO,  664 

1910 

59,658,701 

The  chief  items  in  the  import  trade  of  Karachi  are  piece  goods  and 
yarns,  sugar,  metals  and  manufactures  of  metals,  and  kerosene  oil. 
The  A-alue  of  such  imports  received  direct  from  foreign  sources  in 
1914  and  1915  (calendar  years)  is  shoAvn  in  the  following  table.  In 
addition  to  these  shipments,  considerable  quantities  were  imported 
indirectly,  in  the  coastAvise  trade : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Kerosene . . 

51,280,212 

319, 071 

1, 899, 003 

853, 243 

629, 799 
661,  204 

862, 397 
8, 915,  863 

?!,253,205 

215,  803 

1,685,804 
358,  259 

414,034 
512,  856 

269, 250 
8,611,991 

Textiles  and  textile  man- 
ufactures: 
Cotton- 
Piece  goods— 

$1,723,605 

10, 042,  412 

5,805,815 

617,214 

832, 473 
272, 944 

Metals  and  metal  manu- 
lactures: 
Copper 

$3,020,305 
10,015,076 
3, 776, 895 

Steel.... 

AVbite . 

Metal  manufactures: 

Dyed 

Hardware  and  cutlery . . 
Machinery  and  millwork 
Railway  plant  and  roll- 

Twist and  yarn 

Wool— 

587, 364 
199,916 

ing  stock 

10, 038 

Sugar,  refined. . 
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Shipping  Statistics — Overland  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  total  number  of  steam  and  sailing  vessels  entering-  Karachi  in 
1914-15  was  438,  of  029.085  tons,  as  against  551  vessels,  of  9B9.974 
tons  in  1913-14.  The  number  of  vessels  that  cleared  was  515,  with 
tonnage  of  739. IGG,  as  compared  with  572  vessels,  of  1.051,883  tons,  in 
1913-14.  More  than  half  these  vessels  were  British,  the  native  craft 
being  next  in  number,  Avith  German  and  Austrian,  Dutch  and  Nor- 
wegian vessels  the  only  other  nations  having  five  or  more  each. 

There  was  a  general  decline  in  the  exports  to  the  north  in  European 
piece  goods,  indigo,  manufactured  leather,  brass  and  copper,  pro- 
visions, manufactured  silk,  spices,  and  sugar.  There  Avas  a  rise  in  the 
exports  of  Indian  piece  goods,  gunny  bags  and  cloth,  and  twist  and 
yarn,  but  not  enough  to  overcome  the  losses  in  other  articles. 

In  the  import  trade  from  the  north  there  was  a  fall  in  hides  and 
skins,  ghi  (clarified  butter),  and  raw  avooI.  The  increase  in  the  value 
of  drugs,  asafetida,  fruits  and  nuts,  and  v/heat  Avas  not  enough  to 
oA'ercome  the  loss  in  the  other  lines. 

The  total  value  of  the  overland  import  trade  in  1913-14  Avas  $3,383,- 
58G;  in  1914-15.  $3,126,722.  The  overland  export  trade  during  the 
same  periods  amounted  to  $2,830,744  and  $2,G05,780,  respectiA'ely.  Of 
these  totals  the  trade  with  Afghanistan  was  the  largest  part,  imports 
amounting  to  $3,043,280  in  1913-14  and  $2,589,45G  in  1914-15,  while 
exports  amounted  to  $2,033,518  in  1913-14  and  $1,95G,9G3  in  1914-15. 
The  remainder  of  the  oA'erland  trade  was  divided  between  Baluchi- 
stan and  Persia,  the  latter  having  the  smallest  share  of  the  import 
trade,  but  receiA'ing  seAeral  times  as  much  in  exports  from  Karachi 
as  did  Baluchistan. 
Imports  from  Tlnited  States. 

The  total  import  trade  from  the  United  States  in  1913-14  Avas 
valued  at  $1,481,995,  and  in  1914-15  at  $1,817,1G0,  an  increase  of 
$335,1G5.  The  trade  from  Atlantic  ports  decreased  from  $1,319,315 
to  $1,149,240.  This  loss  Avas  more  than  made  up,  however,  by  the 
increase  in  imports  from  the  Pacific  coast,  which  arose  from  $102,780 
in  1913-14  to  $607,920  in  1914-15,  an  increase  of  $505,140. 

The  cause  of  the  decrease  in  the  Atlantic  trade  Avas  the  lack  of  ton- 
nage, high  insurance  rates,  and  the  general  feeling  of  insecurity  here, 
Avhich  caused  the  curtailment  of  orders.  The  increase  in  imports 
from  the  Pacific  coast  Avas  almost  entirely  in  tAvo  items — kerosene  oil 
and  canned  and  bottled  provisions — which,  in  fact,  constituted  almost 
the  entire  trade.  It  Avas  safer  to  ship  oil  by  Avay  of  the  Pacific,  and 
the  demand  for  food  in  a  preserA'ed  form  gave  American  shippers  a 
better  chance  in  this  market  than  they  had  had  before.  It  is  notice- 
able also  that  American  houses  representing  th?  canned  and  bottled 
provision  trade  have  been  sending  travelers  here  in  greater  numbers 
in  the  last  feAv  years. 

Chief  Items  of  Import  from  United  States. 

Following  is  a  table  shoAving  the  principal  items  of  import  from  the 
United  States  in  1913-14  and  1914-15 : 


BRITISH   INDIA — KAEACHI. 


Articles. 


FROM  ATLANTIC  COAST. 

Foodstuffs  and  beverages: 
Farinaceous     and     patent 

foods 

Canned  and  bottled  provi- 
sions  

Other  articles  of  food  and 

drink 

Metals  and  manufactures  of: 

Aluminum 

Iron  or  steel- 
Beams,    pillars,    girders, 

and  bridge  work 

Bolts  and  nuts 

Hoops  and  strips 

Nails,  rivets,  and  washers. 

Pipes  and  fittings,  cast 

Screws 

Sheets  and  plates,  chiefly 

galvanized  or  tinned 

Tubes  and  fittings, 

^\T0Ught 

Wire 

Lead,  pig 

Other  metals  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Manufactured     and     partly- 
manufactured  goods: 
Building   and   engineering 

materials 

Clocks    and    watches    and 

parts  of 

Cutlery 

Furniture 

Moldings 

Hardware,   excluding  cut- 
lery- 
Builders'  hardware 

Implements    and    tools, 

etc 

Lamps,  metal 

Other  hardware 

Instruments,  apparatus, 
appliances,  and  parts 
of  (scientific,  musical, 
electrical)  


iS,704 

1,435 

313 

1,139 


S40 
'2,09! 


6,100 
2,796 


3,462 
543 


1,218 


16, 918 

10,567 

738 

1,244 

132 


5,703 

17, 435 
10, 188 

4,769 


2,677 


$7, 613 
505 
102 


5,104 
1,189 
3,213 
2,141 
6,580 
2,764 

19, 303 

12, 245 
3,412 
1,014 


5,966 

3,620 

5,372 

279 

1,255 


4,356 

14, 967 
5,472 
3,589 


Articles. 


FROM   ATLANTIC  COAST— COn. 

Manufactured    and     partly 

manufactured  goods— Con. 

Machinery — 
Agricultural,     electrical, 

textile,  etc 

Motor  cars,  motor  cycles, 

and  parts  of 

Typewriters 

Paints  and  painters'  mate- 
rials   

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Soap,  toilet 

Stationery,  excluding  paper 

Textiles- 
Drills  and  jeans 

Other  textiles 

Other    manufactured    and 
partly    manufactured 

goods 

Drugs,  medicines,  and  spirits. 
Oils: 

Kerosene — 

In  bulk 

In  tins! 

Lubricating 

Petroleum  and  other 

Total     from     Atlantic 
coast 

FROM  PACIFIC  COAST. 

Canned  and  bottled   provi- 
sions   

Kerosene  in  bulk 

Other  articles 

Total  from  Pacific  coast . 
From  Atlantic  coast 

Grand  total  from  United 
States 


1913-14 


$15,619 

16,315 
14,371 

4,983 
1,307 
3,020 
3,104 

467,574 
9,780 


29, 335 
12, 380 


311,558 

318,044 

8,361 

4,452 


1,319,215 


4,344 

153,235 

5,201 


162, 780 
1,319,215 


1,481,995 


$24,922 

7,906 
0,052 

695 

10,525 

1,835 

1,041 

341,542 
78, 320 


20,554 
4,899 


146,211 

376,548 

11,585 

1,706 


1,149,246 


236,516 

426,235 

5,169 


667,920 
1,149,246 


1,817,160 


Exports  to  the  United  States — Quarterly  Totals. 

The  quarterly  totals  of  exports  to  the  United  States  reveal  the 
spasmodic  development  of  trade.  The  following  table  shows  the  ex- 
ports by  quarters  for  the  last  four  years: 


Quarter  ending- 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Mar.  31 

$794,342 
654, 13 t 
796, 097 
652,906 

$560,437 
800, 853 
490, 8&1 
661,363 

$869,473 
839, 030 
212,575 
357,902 

$930, 405 

Juno  30 

83S.227 

Sept.  20 

544,865 

Dee.  31 

961, 296 

Total 

2,897,479 

2,513,537 

2,278,980 

3,274.793 

Spasmodic  Development  of  Export  Trade  With  United  States. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1915  were  the  largest  in  any  one  quarter  since  the  begin- 
ning of  1912.  The  second  quarter  of  1915  showed  a  small  drop,  but 
by  the  end  of  September  the  failure  of  the  monsoon  and  the  lack  of 
tonnage  resulted  in  a  drop  to  $385,54:0.  In  other  Avords,  the  drop  in 
the  third  quarter  of  1915  was  $172,9G5  greater  than  the  total  ex- 
ports for  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1914. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE  EEPOETS. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  a  great  advance  was  apparent.  The  increase 
in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by 
the  largo  increase  in  the  invoices  for  hides  and  skins  in  the  last 
three  months  of  the  vear.  Several  large  passenger  and  cargo  boats 
arrived  here  in  that  period  in  addition  to  the  usual  meager  number, 
and  exporters  to  the  United  States  competed  sharply  for  space  in 
them.  Tlie  consulate  received  iuAoices  for  hides,  skins,  and  wool 
aggregating  nearly  $129,773  in  about  half  an  hour. 

Another  reason  for  the  sudden  rise  of  this  quarter's  business  was 
the  fact  tliat  many  local  shippers  of  hides  and  skins  had  just  received 
permission  to  ship.  These  permits  had  to  be  secured  from  the  British 
consul  in  the  district  of  the  American  consignee.  Until  such  notifi- 
cation Avas  actually  received  by  the  Karachi  collector  of  customs 
no  shipments  could  be  made.  These  consular  permits  arrived  very 
slowly  at  first,  but  during  October  and  November  the  local  collector 
was  notified  of  permits  for  a  number  of  large  American  houses,  and 
stocks  that  had  been  here  m  some  cases  for  a  month  or  more  went 
forward. 

The  most  notable  feature  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States 
through  Karachi  was  the  increased  value  of  goatskins,  sheepskins, 
and  hides  in  1915  over  1914. 

Cotton  fell  as  compared  to  1914,  but  1915  was  an  exceptional  year, 
and  the  1915  exports  were  greater  than  those  of  1913.  These  changes 
were  merely  trade  fluctuations.  The  American  market  warranted 
several  very  large  shipments  in  1913,  all  of  which  were  made  within 
a  few  weeks  and  tended  to  an  abnormal  aggregate  for  the  year. 

Goat  hair  made  a  good  advance.  This  trade  is  spasmodic,  and 
changes  mean  merely  ordinary  trade  fluctuations. 

One  shipment  of  raw  silk  valued  at  $3,253  was  made.  It  was  sent 
by  the  Government  experiment  station  in  Kashmir.  Rrav  silk  has 
not  figured  in  Karachi  exports  in  some  years. 

Wool  sliowed  a  fair  increase.  Exporters  foresaw  the  probability 
of  Government  interference  with  the  exportation  of  wool,  which 
actually  came  about  later,  and  they  hurried  forward  all  they  could 
get.  Now  that  consular  permits  have  been  arranged,  wool  exports 
to  the  United  States  may  be  expected  to  continue  at  about  the  normal 
rate  before  the  war. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States  in  1915. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  value  of  exports  to 
the  United  States  declared  at  this  consulate  during  the  vears  1914 
and  1915 : 


Articles. 


Asafetida 

Bone  meal 

Bone  sinews 

Calfskins 

Calbkin  rejections. 

Carpets 

Cotton 

Goat's  hair 

Hides 


$1,752 

9, 015 

48,  726 

o  69, 729 


56, 754 

476 

197, 697 


1915 


S42, 373 
59,885 
51,168 
5,936 
13, 826 
13, 132 

275, 047 


Articles. 


Hide  rejections.. 
Hide  fleshings.. . 
Skins: 

Goat 

Sheep 

Wool 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


511,230 

,  125, 276 

525, 204 

229, 953 

3,132 


1915 


?133,090 


1,825,564 

488,699 

357,141 

8,932 


3,  274, 793 


a  In  1914  calfskins  and  calfskin  rejections  were  grouped.     It  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  separate 
them  in  the  figures  for  1915. 
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